
The New 

Yorkshire Times™
Grace Chen, Katelynn Le, Megan 

Le, Shruthi Murali, Adith Ram



Literal Meaning of  the Topic

• Create a Victorian newspaper for the book. Include an editorial, fashion page, 
advice column, news stories like the burning of  Thorndike Hall, society page with 
recent social events, missing persons ad, sales events, governess for hire, wedding or 
engagement announcements, obituaries. You must include what character is 
reporting the event and in relation to the character’s background, character 
development, conflict, etc. A few episodes or columns will not suffice. This must be 
created in its entirety. Many events (significant moments) occurred in this novel.

• Newspaper (n): a paper that is printed and distributed usually daily or weekly and 
that contains news, articles of  opinions, features, and advertising (Merriam Webster)



Connection to Novel

• Charlotte Brontë was a prominent Victorian writer herself, so the 

topic/prompt connects to the novel as a whole because it represents a 

compilation of  major events from the novel in the stylistic format of  a 

Victorian newspaper, thereby representing both the style and content of  the 

novel.

• In addition, a newspaper is most often a reflection of  the current trends and 

important events in society. It allows the reader to see the cultural norms in 

the novel and in Bronte's own life during the Victorian era, including class 

divisions and expectations for women.



Emphasis Upon Victorian Social Class—

Example 1

"'None that would own me , sir. Mr. Reed is dead, and his wife cast me off. '

'Why?'

'Because I was poor and burdensome, and she disliked me'" (Bronte 211).

• This quote clearly illustrates how Victorian society viewed those of  lower socio-

economic statures. Since Jane Eyre had no concrete money to her name, she was exiled 

by her family and seen as beneath them despite being of  the same blood. As Jane grows 

older, instances of  the class hierarchy come into play such as when determining work 

opportunities, education, and most importantly, marriage.



Expectations for Women during the 

Victorian Era—Example 2 

• "'I caused a rumor to reach her that my fortune was not a third of  what was 

supposed, and after that I presented myself  to see the result; it was coldness 

both from her and her mother'" (Bronte 241).

• In this example, the Victorian societal expectations for women to be weak-willed often 

resulted in women to act as like Miss Ingram did, who had no other choice than to 

marry for money instead of  love. In this quote, her intentions, like those of  the 

majority of  her peers, are made clear: she only wanted Rochester for his wealth. As a 

result, Jane, despite being the focus of  the novel, is actually the "odd one out" in 

Victorian society, as she eventually marries for love instead of  money.



AP Prompt

• A recurring theme in literature is the classic war between a passion and responsibility. For 
instance, a personal cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a wrong, or 
some other emotion or drive may conflict with moral duty. Choose a character who confronts the 
demands of  a private passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities. Show the nature of  
the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its significance to the work as a whole.

• Jane faces an internal conflict in the novel between her passionate love for Mr. Rochester and her 
societal responsibility to respect the sanctity of  marriage by refusing to marry a man with a living 
wife. In the short term, this internal conflict drives Jane to flee from Thornfield (as seen in the 
missing advertisement), feeling that she must side with her moral duty to society over her 
passions. However, the long-term effects on Jane are forcing her to come to terms with her self-
sufficiency during her time at Moor House before she can ultimately fulfill her desires for a life 
with Mr. Rochester. The novel is shaped by the initial obstacles faced by Jane in her love for Mr. 
Rochester as these establish her independence and ultimately allow her to lead a happy life as the 
independent equal of  Mr. Rochester.



Literary Device- Diction

• ”’Georgiana, a more vain and absurd animal than you as 
certainly never allowed to cumber the earth. You had no 
right to be born; for you make no use of  life’” (Bronte 
223).

• Eliza’s harsh negative diction in describing Georgiana 
shows the stark contrast between these two female 
figures in the novel. In the editorial of  the newspaper, 
Eliza and Georgiana are contrasted as two opposing yet 
still equally powerful women. Eliza’s brutal criticism of  
Georgiana’s lifestyle proves their differences, although 
each still independently chooses to pursue their own 
personal choices as they please.



Literary Device—Allusion

“Teachers, you must watch her; keep your eyes on her movements, scrutinize her 

actions, punish her body to save her soul—if, needed, such salvation be possible, 

for ( my tongue falters while I tell this) this girl, this child the native of  a Christian 

land, worse than many a little heathen who says it prayers to Brahma and kneels 

before the Juggernaut (59).”

• This quote alludes to the Hindu deities of  Brahma and Jaganatha (Juggernaut). The 

quote implies that Jane is worse than those who worship deities of  Hindu culture, 

emphasizing secularity from the Christian doctrine as a great sin upon oneself. The 

allusion overall emphasizes the role that Christian doctrines played within society 

during this time period and reiterates Jane’s continued isolation from those around 

her.



Literary Device—Mood/Atmosphere

• "“Now go, and send Sophie for Adele. Good night, my—” He stopped, bit 

his lip, and abruptly left me” (Bronte 170).

• The mood that is built around Rochester and Jane, especially around their 

interactions when their feelings begin to develop for each other, is often 

charged and full of  romantic tension. This mood serves as catalyst for their 

eventual budding (intellectual) intimate relationship despite their class 

differences and age gap, thereby strengthening Jane's own character when 

their love is tested by societal expectations and Jane's morality.



Gateshead—Significant Moment

• Jane's infamous Aunt Mrs. Reed is referenced within the 
newspaper's obituary, however Jane never had the same 
family relationship that other young Victorian girls 
experienced.

• Jane was heavily isolated from her family from an early age 
and this served as a driving force for Jane's journey to 
attend Lowood. Jane's isolation inherently gave way to her 
independence which was drawn upon when she made the 
decision to reject St. John River's proposal for marriage, 
and also when she makes the journey back to Rochester 
and to Ferndean.



Lowood—Significant Moment

Moment: Miss Temple gets married, and Jane 

looks for employment

• Significance: After her mentor/mother figure 

leaves, Jane realizes that there is nothing left 

for her at the institution.

• She once again finds herself  alone (Helen is 

long gone, Miss Temple now married), and her 

strong personality, now tempered by her 

upbringing at Lowood, compels her to free 

herself  and discover what the world has to 

offer.

• Thus, she puts out an advertisement for to 

become a governess, leading her straight to 

Mr. Rochester.



Thornfield—Significant Moment

• Moment: Bertha sets fire to Thornfield 
Manor.

• Significance: As a result of  the fire, Bertha 
dies, and Rochester is left crippled, blind, and 
even more miserable than when Jane left him. 
This allows his and Jane's relationship to be 
on a more even playing field when they meet 
again: instead of  her being the helpless, 
dependent wife, she becomes his greatest 
strength and support (both physically and 
emotionally),now with a fortune of  her own 
to boot.



Moorshead—Significant Moment

The advice column within the newspaper is from the point 
of  view of  St. John Rivers who urges society to spread the 
Christian vision as part of  a mission he uptakes. The 
inspiration behind St. John's advice spurs from the 
moment he asks Jane to accompany him on a mission trip 
to India. In this particular moment he asks Jane to look 
within herself  to spread God's message to the Indian 
people.

Significance: This moment is significant because it 
highlights Jane's independence and reliance on upon her 
moral compass to make her decisions. 
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